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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter 23: Using a Volume-Control Administration Set (e.g., Buretrol, Volutrol, Soluset)

Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepares and administers medications according to “Medication Guidelines: Steps to Follow for All Medications.”
	
	
	

	2. Prepares volume-control set tubing.

a. Closes both upper and lower clamps on tubing.
	
	
	

	b. Opens clamp of air vent on volume-control chamber (see Procedure Checklist Chapter 36: Initiating a Peripheral Intravenous Infusion).
	
	
	

	c. Maintaining sterile procedure, attaches administration spike of the volume-control set to the primary IV bag. 
	
	
	

	d. Fills the volume-control chamber with the desired amount of IV solution by opening the clamp between the IV bag and the volume-control chamber. When the correct amount of solution is in the chamber, closes the clamp.
	
	
	

	e. Primes the rest of the tubing by pinching the drip chamber (of the volume-control set), filling it half full, opening the clamp below the chamber, and running the IV fluid until all the air has been expelled. 
	
	
	

	f. Rechecks volume and if needed adds additional fluid to desired amount.
	
	
	

	3. Connects end of the volume-control IV line to the patient’s IV site. Attaches directly to IV catheter, to extension tubing, or to injection port closest to patient. If using injection port, cleanses port with alcohol or other antiseptic wipe.
	
	
	

	4. Cleanses the injection port on the volume-control chamber.
	
	
	

	5. Attaches the medication syringe (preferably with a blunt, needleless device), and injects the medication into the solution in the chamber. 
	
	
	

	6. If using a needle, disposes of syringe and needle.
	
	
	

	7. Gently rotates the chamber to mix the medication in the IV solution.
	
	
	

	8. Opens the lower clamp and starts the infusion at the correct flow rate.
	
	
	

	9. Labels the volume-control chamber with the date, time, medication, and doses added, and initials according to agency policy.
	
	
	

	10. When the medication has finished infusing, adds a small amount of the primary fluid to the chamber and flushes the tubing. Uses two times the volume in the dead space of the tubing as the flush volume (check tubing package for amount).
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