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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter 23: Using a Piggyback Set

Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepares and administers medications according to “Medication Guidelines: Steps to Follow for All Medications.”
	
	
	

	2. Draws up the medication and injects it into the piggyback solution (see Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Adding Medications to Intravenous Fluids). This step is not necessary if the medication comes premixed from the pharmacy.
	
	
	

	3. Chooses the correct tubing (secondary tubing is long; piggyback tubing is short).
	
	
	

	4. Attaches the piggyback tubing to the medication bag without touching the spike. Closes the slide clamp.
	
	
	

	5. Squeezes the drip chamber, filling it 1/3 to 1/2 full.
	
	
	

	6a. Opens the clamp and primes the tubing, holding the end of the tubing lower than the bag of fluid. 
	
	
	

	6b. Does not let more than one drop of fluid escape from the end of the tubing.  
	
	
	

	6c. Closes the clamp.
	
	
	

	6d. Cleanses the primary “Y” port.
	
	
	

	7. Alternatively, instead of Step 6, “back-flushes” the piggyback line.
a. Clamps the piggyback tubing.
	
	
	

	b. Cleanses the primary “Y” port.
	
	
	

	c. Attaches the piggyback tubing with a needleless system.
	
	
	

	d. Opens clamp on piggyback tubing and lowers the bag below the primary bag to allow fluid to flow up the piggyback line.
	
	
	

	e. Once the air is out of the piggyback line, clamps the piggyback tubing.
	
	
	

	8a. Labels the bag with date, medication, dosage, and initials of person preparing medication.

8b. Labels the tubing with time, date, and initials of person preparing. 
	
	
	

	9. Hangs the piggyback container on the IV pole. Lowers the primary IV container to hang below the level of the piggyback IV.
	
	
	

	10. Opens the clamp of piggyback line (if there is a roller clamp, opens it completely).
	
	
	

	11. Regulates the drip rate with the roller clamp on the primary line. Regulates to the prescribed infusion rate for the medication.
	
	
	

	12. At the end of the infusion, clamps the piggyback tubing, moves the primary tubing back to its original height.
	
	
	

	13. Uses the roller clamp to reset the primary bag to its correct infusion rate.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Recommendation:  Pass ______ Needs more practice ______
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