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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter 23: Recapping Needles Using One-Handed Technique

Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	Recapping Contaminated Needles

	1. Recaps a contaminated needle only if it must be done for personal or patient safety.
	
	
	

	2. Does not place nondominant hand near the needle cap when recapping or engaging the safety mechanism.
	
	
	

	3. If safety needle is being used, engages safety mechanism to cover needle; or, if available, places needle cap in mechanical recapping device.
	
	
	

	4. If recapping devices are not available, recaps using the following one-handed scoop technique: 

     a. Places the needle cover on flat surface. 
b. Then, holding syringe in the dominant hand, scoops the needle cap onto the needle. 
c. Tips syringe vertically to slide cover over needle.
d. Does not hold onto the needle cap with nondominant hand while scooping—keeps nondominant hand well away from needle cap.
e. Secures the needle cap by grasping it near the hub.
	
	
	

	Recapping Sterile Needles

	5. Does not contaminate the sterile needle.
	
	
	

	6. Uses one of the following techniques correctly:
a. Places needle cap into medication cup with open end facing up. Then inserts the sterile needle into the cap, keeping free hand well away from the cup.
b. Or places the cap on a clean surface so the end of the needle cap protrudes out over the edge of the counter or shelf. Scoops cap up with the needle, keeping the free hand well away from the needle and cap while recapping.
c. Or, if syringe is packaged in hard plastic, stands the hard package on its larger end. Inserts the needle cap in the small (top) end; then, holding the syringe in dominant hand, inserts the needle downward and firmly into the cap.
d. Or, places the needle cap on a sterile surface, such as an open alcohol prep pad, and uses a one-handed scoop technique. (This is not a preferred method because the risk of touching the needle to an nonsterile surface is high, especially for novices.)
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