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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter 23: Preparing and Drawing Up Medications from Ampules
Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepares and administers medications according to “Medication Guidelines: Steps to Follow for All Medications.”
	
	
	

	2. Recaps needles throughout, using a needle capping device or approved one-handed technique that has a low risk of contaminating the sterile needle (see Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Recapping Needles Using One-Handed Technique).
	
	
	

	3. Flicks or taps the top of the ampule to remove medication trapped in the top of the ampule. Alternatively, shakes the ampule by quickly turning and “snapping” the wrist.
	
	
	

	4. Uses ampule snapper, or wraps 2×2 gauze pad or unwrapped alcohol wipe around neck of the ampule; using dominant hand, snaps off the top.
	
	
	

	5. Breaks ampule top away from the body.
	
	
	

	6. Attaches filter needle (or filter straw) to a syringe. If syringe has a needle in place, removes both the needle and the cap and places on a sterile surface (e.g., a newly unwrapped alcohol pad still in the open wrapper), then attaches filter needle.
	
	
	

	7. Does not touch the neck of the ampule with the needle while withdrawing medication.
	
	
	

	8. Uses one of the following techniques to withdraw medication:

a. Inverts ampule, places needle tip in liquid, and withdraws all of medication. Does not insert needle through the medication into the air at the top of the inverted ampule.
b. Alternatively, tips ampule, places needle in liquid, and withdraws all medication. Repositions ampule so that needle tip remains in the liquid.
	
	
	

	9. Draws up exact amount of medication.
	
	
	

	10. If necessary to eject medication after ejecting air, tips the syringe horizontal to do so.
	
	
	

	11. Holds syringe vertically and draws 0.2 mL of air into the syringe. Measures exact medication dose (draws back plunger to the “dose + 0.2 mL” line).
	
	
	

	12. Removes filter needle and reattaches the “saved” (or other sterile) needle for administration.
	
	
	

	13. Ejects the 0.2 mL of air, and checks the dose again.
	
	
	

	(If giving an irritating medication such as parenteral iron, omit this step.)
	
	
	

	14. Disposes of top and bottom of ampule and filter needle in a sharps container.
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