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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter 23: Administering IV Push Medications Through a 
Running Primary IV Line

Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepares and administers medications according to “Medication Guidelines: Steps to Follow for All Medications.”
	
	
	

	2. Checks compatibility of the medication with the existing intravenous solution, if one is infusing.
	
	
	

	3. Recaps needles throughout, using a needle capping device or approved one-handed technique that has a low risk of contaminating the sterile needle (see Procedure Checklist Chapter 29: Recapping Needles Using One-Handed Technique).
	
	
	

	4. Determines rate of administration for the medication.
	
	
	

	5. Dilutes medication if needed.
	
	
	

	6. Prepares medication from vial or ampule (see Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Preparing and Drawing Up Medications from Ampules; Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Preparing and Drawing Up Medications from Vials; Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Mixing Medications in One Syringe, Using Two Vials; Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Mixing Medications in One Syringe, Using One Ampule and Vial; Procedure Checklist Chapter 23: Mixing Medications in One Syringe, Using a Prefilled Cartridge and Single-Dose Vial—For Intravenous Administration).
	
	
	

	7. Thoroughly cleanses the injection port closest to the patient with alcohol prep pad or povidone-iodine.
	
	
	

	8. Inserts the medication syringe cannula into the injection port. If needleless system not available, insert syringe needle into the port.
	
	
	

	9. Pinches or clamps the IV tubing between the IV bag and the port.
	
	
	

	10. Gently aspirates by pulling back on the plunger to check for a blood return.
	
	
	

	11. If blood is not returned, further assess patency of IV line by one of the following methods:

a.  By administering a small amount of the IV solution and monitoring for ease of administration, swelling at the IV site, or patient complaint of discomfort at the site.

b.  By lowering the IV bag below the level of the IV site and observing for a blood return.

Does not give the IV push medication until patency of the IV site is verified.
	
	
	

	12. If blood is returned (or patency otherwise verified), administers a small increment of the medication while observing for reactions to the medication.
	
	
	

	13. Administers another increment of the medication (may pinch the tubing while injecting medication and release it when not injecting; this is optional).
	
	
	

	14. Repeats steps 12 and 13 until the medication has been administered over the correct amount of time.
	
	
	

	15. Disposes of used equipment properly.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Recommendation:  Pass ______ Needs more practice ______
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