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PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Chapter  17: Assessing the Apical Pulse

Check (() Yes or No

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Yes
	No
	COMMENTS

	1. Selects, correctly locates, and palpates apical site (5th intercostal space at the midclavicular line).
	
	
	

	2. Uses diaphragm of stethoscope.
	
	
	

	3. Counts for 60 seconds.
	
	
	

	4. Notes rate, rhythm, and quality.
	
	
	

	5. Identifies S1 and S2 heart sounds.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Recommendation:  Pass _____ Needs more practice _____
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